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Mission Statement 


The National Park 
Service preserves 
unimpaired the natural 
and cultural resources 
and intrinsic values of 
the National Park 
System for the 
enjoyment, education, 
and inspiration of this 
and future generations 
The National Park 
Service ¢ ooperates u nth 
partners to extend the 
benefits of natural and 
cultural resource 
conservation, and 


outdoor recreation 


throughout this country 
and the world 








Nearly 6% 
percent of NPS 
acreage in 4% 
national parks 
is designated 
wilderness, 
another 70 
parks have 
recommended 


or proposed 


wilderness 





introduction 





iidiands in the United States are a rare and diminishing 
resource Even designated wilderness areas with the highest 
level of legal protection are threatened by the far-reaching 
effects of human activities 


Although national research shows that many Americans value wildlands, the 
public's understanding and appreciation of wilderness today does not begin 
to approach the depth of those who supported the Wilderness Act of 1964 
This situation makes ongoing education and partnership efforts especially 
critical for maintaining the National Wilderness Preservation System for 
present and future generations to enjoy 


Support for wilderness preservation must increase for United States 
wildilands and all the precious elements and organisms they contain — to 
survive for future generations Nearly 70 percent of National Park Service 
NPS) total acreage ts designated, recommended, or proposed wilderness 
loday, a driving force to develop a public appreciation of wilderness is the 
National Park Service mission to conserve the scenery and the natural 
and historic objects and the wild life therein and to provide for the same in 
such manner and by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the 


emovment of future generations 


Local and regional wilderness education and training efforts by wilderness 
managing agencies are effective, but they are limited by lack of funding and 
human resources The National Park Service Wilderness Education and 
Partnership Plan is a fundamental step in uniting interagency efforts and non 


governmental participants to broaden awareness, understanding 


appreciation, and support of wilderness in an increasingly diverse American 
publi 








NPS wilderness 
education 
planning will 
connect with 
interagency 
efforts and non 
governmental 


participants 





The Wilderness Act of 1964 requires the National Park Service to manage 
wilderness lands within the National Park System NPS management 
philosophy includes education as an important aspect of managing all 
resources. Educating NPS staff and the public about wilderness and its 
management helps the National Park Service fulfill the congressional mandate 
for preserving wilderness in perpetuity 


The goal of the NPS Wilderness Education and Partnership Plan is to 
broaden awareness, understanding, appreciation, and support of wilderness 
in an increasingly diverse population Such an initiative must reach beyond 
National Park Service audiences. Because of this, the NPS Wilderness 
Education and Partnership Plan is designed to connect with efforts involving 
all agencies within the National Wilderness Preservation System (NWPS) 
and a variety of non-governmental participants 


In preparing this document, the NPS Wilderness Education Work Group 
used the comprehensive interpretive planning process from The Effective 
Plannin, of Parkwide Interpretive Programs as developed by the Interpretation 
and Education team of the NPS Intermountain Support Office. The group 
aiso used the work already accomplished by the Arthur Carhart Wilderness 
Training Center The result is a comprehensive interpretive strategy that 
includes significance statements, interpretive themes, and numerous 
interpretive program plans featuring specific objectives for addressing NPS 
audiences 








Identify 
audiences and 
develop services 
fo connect people 
with wilderness 


Create a 
foundation for 
interagency 
wilderness 
education 


Purpose 


Interpretation provides »pportunities for people to forge intellectual and 
emotional connections to the meanings inherent in wilderness. The NPS 
Wilderness Education and Partnership Plan lays out a strategy for identitying 
audiences, developing services, and delivering those services in a thoughtful 
and coherent manner 


The primary purposes of the Wilderness Education and Partnership Plan are 

to 

|  stablish the individual elements of the NPS Wilderness Education 
Program 

2 Establish a priority for funding and implementation of the elements of the 
plan 

3. Provide for the continuity of the program through the development of an 
approved and comprehensive work plan 


The goal of these actions is to broaden awareness and understanding of the 
idea of wilderness and to inspire appreciation of wilderness values in an 
increasingly diverse population. Wilderness education and interpretation 
must reach beyond National Park Service audiences to increase knowledge 
of the National Wilderness Preservation System and the NPS role in 
managing wilderness. Desired results include increased public support for 
wilderness that results in protection of wilderness resources and 
preservation of wilderness for future generations 


The NFS Wilderness Education and Partnership Plan also will serve as a 
vehicle by which the NPS can participate in concurrent initiatives being 
developed by other agencies and the Arthur Carhart National Wilderness 
Training Center. This plan will be part of a strategy for a national partnership 
program for wilderness education that will generate a greater understanding 
and appreciation for wilderness values among NP staff and a variety of 
national audiences and partners 




















Provide 
connections 
between 
legislation and 
park 
interpretive 
pre merams 





Significance Statements 





Significance statements clearly define the important aspects of wilderness 
They express the fundamental rationales that provide the connections 
between the enabling legislation and wilderness interpretive programs at the 
park level. Significance statements lead directly to primary interpretive 
themes. All significance statements are equally important and are not 
presented in priority order 


Significance statements for the NPS Wilderness Education and Partnership 
Program are 


a. Wilderness designation provides the highest level of legal 
protection for some of the most pristine and least manipulated 
wildlands in the United States 


h. Lands that qualify for wilderness status are a rare and diminishing 


resource 


c. Wilderness provides critical habitat for rare and endangered 
species of plants and animals as well as protection of other vital 
components of healthy and diverse ecosystems such as air quality, 
watersheds, and natural soundscapes 
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Wilderness provides a unique learning laboratory for scientific 
activities and lessons that address natural systems and their 
preservation, ecosystem management, and stewardship 


Wilderness provides the opportunity to explore societal and 
personal values as they relate to the use and appreciation of 
wildlands where humans are temporary visitors, not permanent 
residents 


Wilderness contains exceptional qualities such as scenic beauty, 
natural sounds, and opportunities for reflection and solitude that 
are important for human inspiration and rejuvenation 


The designation and management of wilderness affords 
opportunities to explore such concepts as preservation, 
development, history, freedom, interdependence, ingenuity, and 
land ethics 


Wilderness provides a sense of wildness, which can be valuable to 
people whether or not those individuals actually visit wilderness 
Just knowing that wilderness exists can produce a sense of 
curtosity, inspiration, renewal, imagination, hope, and potential 


Wilderness provides extraordinary and challenging recreational 
opportunities, allowing present and future generations the 
opportunity to experience risk, reward, and self-reliance 


Wilderness provides opportunities for the preservation, study, and 
further understanding of cultures and cultural resources, including 
those related to indigenous peoples and traditional and sacred 
places 








Connect the idea 
of wilderness to 

larger ideas and 
universal values. 


interpretive Themes 


Interpretive themes communicate specific messages based upon significance 
statements. They are the stories through which the values of wilderness are 
conveyed to the public. These themes connect wilderness to larger ideas as 
well as universal meanings and values. Interpretive products and services are 
based upon these building blocks. All themes are equally significant and are 
not presented in priority order 


The interpretive themes of the NPS Wilderness Education and Partnership 
Plan are 


a. The concept of wilderness codified in law originated in the United 
States with the conviction that some wildlands are most valuable 
when left in their natural state. (¢.¢. social, scientific, economic, 
educational, recreational, and cultural value) 


Subtheme a1. The Wilderness Act created a National Wilderness 
Preservation System which preserves some of the most unique 
ecological, geological, scientific, scenic, and historical values that 
the public and Congress have determined require special 
protection within the National Park System, Fish and Wildlife 
Service Refuge’, National Forests, and public lands administered 
by the Bureau of Land Management. The Eastern Wilderness Act 
furthered wilderness preservation by allowing additional lands 
with wilderness character to be included in the National 
Wilderness Preservation System. In addition, legislation specific to 
Alaska addresses some of the unique aspects of Alaskan 
wilderness 


b. As a foundation for healthy and diverse ecosystems, officially 
designated wilderness and other remaining wildlands provide 
critical habitat for rare and endangered species and play a 
significant role in the overall health of natural systems worldwide 
(e.g. watersheds, air quality, and natural soundscapes) 


c. By law, wilderness is managed differently than other federal lands 
in order to retain its primeval character and natural conditions, and 
to preserve wilderness as a special place for humans to examine 
their relationship to tle natural world 


d. Wilderness offers opportunities for personal renewal, inspiration, 
artistic expression, pride of ownership of a shared heritage, and 
the prospect of hope for the future 


Subtheme d. 1. Wilderness has inspired and continues to inspire a 
distinctive genre of literature and art, enriching millions of lives in 
the United States and around the world 








Wilderness provides opportunities for physical and mental 
challenge, risk and reward, renewal, self-reliance, solitude, and 
serves as a haven from the pressures of modern society. (eg 
exploration, discovery, and recreation) 


Subtheme e.1, Visitor safety cannot be guarant but ca, be 
enhanced with proper trip planning, appropri hall, and 
responsible behavior, Wilderness visitors must o _rtain 


inherent risks associated with weather, terrain, water, wildlife, and 
other natural elements 


The survival of wilderness depends on individual and societal 
commitment to the idea of wilderness and on appropriate visitor 
use and behavior when in wilderness areas. (e.g. appreciation, 
values, skills) 


Wilderness provides a unique setting for teaching ecosystem 
stewardship as well as science, literature, art, and other subjects 
using an interdisciplinary approach. (¢.¢. civics, outdoor skills, math, 
music, and others) 


Wilderness contains primitive areas relatively undisturbed by 
human activities, where scientific research can reveal information 
about ratural processes and living systems that may have wide 
ranging applications and may serve as global indicators of 
ecological « hange 


Cultural and archeological sites found in wilderness can provide a 
more complete picture of human history and culture. (7/ius includes 
indigenous peoples, conquests, colomalism and resistance, freedom. 
independence, ingenuity, a sense of connectedness, stewardship, and 
human survival.) 

















Noten apres iti 
daudionces at. 


identified 


NPS audiences 
are part of a 
broader 
micragenc\ 


audience 


Audiences 





The NPS Widerness Education Work Group has identified seven specifi 
audiences When the National Interagency Wilderness Education Strategy ix 
mpemented. t ® expected that the NPS and other agencies will begin to 
vhare target audiences (Pach audience includes Internet visitors 


NPS, Concesstoner, and ( cooperating Awociation Stafh 
Wilderness Viettior 
Park Veto 

4 “Students and Teachers of Formal Education Program 

Communities Newhboring Wildernew 

6 Non government Organizations: and Partners (including friends grougm 
who work with the public, maw media. and clected official 
Deere Non wiiderness Vietior (Amerx ane who traditionallh have not 
vetted of valued wilderness) and Non wilderness: Supporters (including 


“thet federal agencies. | So Military. extraction industries, and others 


, 


Theeae NPS auchences ate a whet of a broader publi to the sdentified tw the 
Natronal Virategx Mian tor Wikdernees F duc ation (a. ¢ Apprendi 4 


breuring outreach education fot diverse and multicultural audiences a 
praorty feapy redtuelity of thes conupretc nerve wikderness cduc ation viraicg\ 
Special emphases on thie ofvective « included in products for audience 
number coven The relates lack of muonott mnodvement in wilderness has 
heen wentified a. a complies protiem arming from economn ultural arc 
unital factors. In culturally diwerer ( alifornia. Pornt Rewes National Seashor: 
and Sequcna. Kings ( anwon. and Yourmite National Parks already offer 
ugrific.ant wilderness outreach programs and partnerships epecificall 
targeted to culturally diverse tudents F xiting information from these and 


ther wa cessful wilderness ecduc ateon efforts will be orvte grated itt wPs 


wihdernes educ atww pore ncdan te shentified im this « cmpreheneve plar 











Comprehensive interpretive Program Overview 


Identify ts | 


interpretive 
products and 
services planned 
for each NPS 
audience 





The Comprehensive Wilderness Education and Partnership Plan Program 
Owerview identifies interpretive products and services planned for each of the 


National Park Service target audiences Products and services are identified 

for completion by the NPS Wilderness Program over the next several vears as 
various fund sources become available (for detailed information on many of 
thes product: and servace. refer to the mdtivadual vwervice plam im Appendix FB 


The developmen: and implementation of the Comprehensive Wildernes 
Pducation and Partnerstup Plan « being conducted at the Servicewide level to 
better aveet parks across the Nathonal Park Svetem that have wilderness 
reeources The onl offagation of theee parks, bevond incorporation of 
wikdernes interpretive themes im thei interpretive program as required In 
Directors Order 41. @ to avail themecives of theese products and services a: 
thes hecormne avatlatic 


The ( omprehensve Wildernew F ducation and Partnership Man Program 


(Wwervere vo ofc hbuded on the froellow ig Pagers 
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Flectroni Media Flectroni Media 
NPS Wilderness Visitor Website * NPS Widernes: Vitor Webwte 
WPS VWviderness Bullet Board * Wiridernes: information Network Wetrite 
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1 interactive electronic wilderness Computer games in the style of Oregon Trail or SIM City 


2 A Day in the Life of Wilderness national photo project - (One day national event where photographers 
document wilderness areas simultaneously images can be viewed that day via 4 special on-line website 
project images are later incorporated into a book and a CD ROM project ) 


4 Photo CD of great wilderness images (images or screensaver) 


4 National Wilderness Day proclamation - (Annual event to be held on the September 3 anniversary of 
establishment of the Wilderness Act ) 


5 Adopt-A-Wilderness Program - (Participation nationwide for all audiences) 


6 Passport to Wilderness Program - (Virtual electronic version of a passport book Includes high quality 
collectible “stamps” that can be downloaded and traded over the internet ) 


J ~=Verces of Wilderness audiocassette - (includes voice talent of excerpts by notable conservationists and 
historic figures related to the evolution of the wilderness idea Flip side to include natural sound 
environments ) 


8B Internet Link Graphic - (A “button” graphic developed by a multi-agency wilderness education 
planning team Use by partners - the NWSC and the National Park Foundation, or other appropriate 
partner, approves donors Users of the image are identified as contributing to wilderness education and 
the button links to a NWPS website 


9 Partnerstup Program Package - (An informational package in the style of the NPS Nature of Sound 
materals provided to non-profit organization or potential donors interested in participating in a multi 
agency wilderness education initiative Package includes information on how to collaborate with the 
NW/PS and provides descriptions of products that have been identified by the NWPS as requiring 
funding 


10 Welcome to Wilderness Expedition tor Notable Personalities - (An agency quided wilderness trip 
featuring invited indiiduals representing various aspects of modern culture Recognizable people and 
celebrities from vanous walks of life (music industry, television, f.m, authors, and more) will participate 
in an excurson where they work sde by side with others and ‘are thew personal perspectives about 
wilderness with the group The excursion will be professionally videotaped and edited for public 
television broadcast and public service announcements ) 


11 Urban Wilderness Expeditions - (A long-term program developed cooperatively by partnership 
organizations and all agences within the National Wilderness Preservation System The goal is to 
develop a consistent source of funding to bring urban youth into nearby wilderness areas for day trips 
Such short excursions will allow those less comfortable with more natural surroundings to become 
farmhar with the wild without being far from home Celebrity personalities may also participate in such 
day excursons, drawing additional interest from urban youth through their presence or by way of 


public service announcements 
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( erreat Sitweten: 


National research and regional polls show that a broad 
spectrum of Americans value thei wildlands However, 
recent activities in Congress suggest that while public 
support for the values of wilderness i« broad, it is also 
shallow. and that while opposition may be narrow, i ts 
deep in the last Congress, seven legislative proposals and 
numerous committee hearings challenged wilderness 
Managemen programs and threate cd the integrity of the 
National Wilderness Preservation System There were no 
representatives from the public at the table defending 
wilderness nor are there currently wilderness champions in 
key Congressional positions 

By 2005. more than half of the America’s population 
will be of Hispanic, African American and Asian descent 
(US Census Bureau) If the changing population i« 
unaware of or indifferent to the values of wilderness, public 


support for protecting axd maintaining wilderness wil! be 


diminished 

A 1996 survey of wilderness m the Bureau of 
Land Managemen, Fish & Wildlife Service, Forest Service 
and National Park Service concluded that wilderness 
awareness. an appreciation of wilderness values and a 
wilderness use ethic is missing in large segments of our 
society The genera! public was identified as the number 
one external audience which would benefit most from 
wilderness education efforts focusing on wilderness values 
Internally. each of the agencies acknowledged the need for 
employee awareness. understanding and appreciation of 
wilderness 

A number of effective local and regronal wilderness 
education and training efforts have been implemented by 
cach of the wilderness managing agencies However, these 
efforts are limited in scope and are severely constrained by 
lack of funding and staffing = Non-government 
organizations having an interest in wilderness have focused 
thew efforts largely on campaigns demgned to add acreage 
to the System rather than on marntaining public suppor for 
existing areas Currently, there is no national, unified 


strategic plan for miiderness education 


If there is to be a National Wilderness Preservation System 
at the end of the next century, support for wilderness: 
preservation must deepen |i must deepen among the 
managers of the fou agencies entrusted with the 
stewardship of our wildernesses, and among the citizens of 
this country - whose will i« carried owt by the elected 
officials who hold so much sway over these protected 
lands Wilderness visitors already have deep appreciation 
of the places that they love. bul the support of visitors will 
not be enough Support from a wide array of Americans is 
essential That support ic best through 
mereasing the awareness that we al! benefit from 
wildernesses whether or not we vieit them Generating 
that support i an imeeparable part of our muesion as 
wilderness stewards. for we cannot properly take care of 
these special places without long-term commitment from 
the Amencan people to do so 

Singiehandedly. nerther wilderness managing agencies 
hor non-government orgamzations have the resources to 
generate the level of public support needed to preserve 
wilderness Collectively, however, we can poo! our limited 
resources, capitalize on each other's strengths and focus 
ow efforts on developing and implementing » unified 
wiiderness education strategic plan that will ensure an 
enduring resource of wilderness for present and future 
generations |i is time to build @ coalihon for wilderness 
that cromses agency. organization and user and non-user 
boundanes to gain broad and deep suppor for marntaming 
the National Wilderness Preservation System it is time to 
develop. implement and cvaluste « natonal. unified 
strategic plan for wilderness education 


Stretegk Plas Perpese: 


Promote and enhance the preservation of wilderness for 
present and future generations by increasing awareness. 
understanding. appreciation and support of the Nahonal 
Wilderness Preservation System among the Amencan 
people 
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Increase awareness, undersianding. appreciation and 
support of Wilderness in 


¢ America s xhoolchildren 
Adult populations from diverse cultural, geographic 
and soctal hack grounds 

¢ Maas media 

* Congress 

e Wilderness visitors 


Ofjectives: 


Objectives must be developed for cach of the goals listed 
above Objectives must epecify 


¢ results to be achveved 

© «specific criteria to measure degree to which results are 
actneved 

© time frame for achieving results 

¢ target group 


F xamples 


e The number of city residents participating in curbede 
recycling will morease from 200 to 600 by September 
WO. 2000 

* 75% of all 7th grade students in the Custer County 
School System will show improvement in math skills 
by scoring at least 80% on the Smith-Jones Tes of 
Math Competancy by the end of academic year 1999 
2000 


(trom Guoerestyl Crmpteee’ 
Proprramie Fonding Funder and 
Rede end Meven ( ar 


A Comprehereve Code © Develaping 
the Cireriamet ing Preaceee by Partere 


Actions t© meet cach of the wentifed goals must be 
identified and pnortized ht 1s important that both current 
and proposed efforts are identified to prevent duplication of 
effort 





STRATEGIC PLAN for WILDERNESS 


a mele lar Sale), 


‘( erntes 


lraining 


Cipere tiene! Plans: 


Operational Plane must be developed for each action to 
clarify 


Action 

Location 

Primary message 

Contnbutien to unit specific management goals 
Audience 

Initiation date 

Croale and objectives of the action 
Providers 

Logistics 

Staff Time 

bunding 

Duration 

Method of evaluation 


Sepport: 


We must gain suppor for 4 unified approach both 
internally and externally from many levels. including. but 
certainly not limited to 


* Field ¢ Outward Bound 
© Line Officers * NOLS 
© Agency Directors * SCA 
© Department * ORCA 
e The Wilderness Society © NAEE 
e Wilderness Watch * NAI 
¢ Wilderness Inquiry ¢ NPCA 
© Prof Cwide Institute ¢ Soc of Am Foresters 
¢ Amernca Outdoors * NAAFPWA 
ep etuntre 


if we do nol embrace the challenge of moreasing 
awareness. understanding. appreciation and suppor of the 
National Wilderness Preservation System among the 
Amercan people, the System, as we know a. will not 
survive into the next century ht will erode away like sand 
before the rising tide. Let it not be said that the wilderness 
legacy we pass to the next generation is bul a remnant of 
that passed to us by Carhart. Leopold and Marshal! Rather. 
may the record show that. by leadership and cxample. we 
reached across agency. organization and user and non-user 
boundanes. we drew from cach others strengths. we built a 
coalition to develop. implement and evaluate a national. 
unified strategy plan for wilderness education. we mapired 
a collaborative effort to ensure an enduring resource of 
wilderness for present and future generations 
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Key Information from the PROGRAM OVERVIEW 








Pages that follow in Appendix 6 refer to NPS Audience categories identified on page 15 of this document 


The audience numbers are listed again here for additional reference 


1 NPS, Concessioner, and Cooperating Assocation Staffs 

2 Wilderness Visitors 

+ «Park Visitors 

4 Students and Teachers of Formal Education Programs 

» Communities Neighboring Wilderness 

6 Non-government Organizations and Partners (including fnends groups who work with the publ« 
mass media, and elected officials) 

/ Diverse Non-wilderness Visitors (Amercans who traditionally have not visited or valued wilderness) 
and Non-wilderness Supporters (including other federal agencies, US Military, extraction 


ndusines. and others) 


individual Service Plans on the following pages in Appendix B are arranged in order of priority Plans are 


color-coded in red (high priority), orange (medium priority), or blue (low priority) 
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service 


Lertation 
Primary interpretive Theme 
Audience 


Service initiated 


Manage 


» 


SAL LAL 


Key information from the PROGRAM OVERVIEW 


NPS Wilderness Education Resource Package |: tye | state 


ern 
Servicewide 

All nine primary interpretive themes for wilderness 

WPS staff especially interpreters and managers primarily at parks with wilderness 
Year One 


interpretive taht cah Oe OL PYat+ Mme LY) heal chal od 





Managements interpretive 
intent 


Critieal Resource leewet 


Subthemes 





Geate of the Service 


Park Specifi: Goals 


Objectives of the Service 


Providers 

Service Availability 
Service Duration 
Masimum Audience Sire 


Support Materials 


Logistics 


Statt Time Commitment 














Servicewide Long Term Goal 


Park Specific Goal 
indicator /Measure/Condition 
Staff? Cost 


Materials & Supplres, Cost 
Service Cost for Year One 


FTE tor Service. Year One 
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Additional information About WildLink 














Service| WHELINE (availiable through the Wilderness information Network at www wilderness net) 





What is WildLink? 


Wildlink combines traditional wilderness stones and themes with culturally diverse perspectives of 
wilderness thought WildLink is composed of two parts it delivers science, geography, and history lessons 
directly to culturally diverse high school classrooms via the World Wide Web, and it is a dynamic, fun, 
interactive, and innovative platform to tell compelling stores about wilderness to Internet visitors 


A new on-line community of WildLink schools will be developed within the larger community of GLOBE 
(Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the Environment) schools GLOBE is a NASA sponsored 
program in which students monitor resource conditions around the world. Over 8,000 schools currently 
collect GLOBE data WildLink will connect wilderness resource data to GLOBE observations. In addition, 
Wildlink will foster real-time, synchronous dialogue among resource managers and interpreters and the 
Students in the WildLink schools A Wildlink team, comprised of culturally diverse resource assistants, will 
work in the wilderness of Yosemite National Park and other areas of the Sierra Nevada, gathering air, 
water, and vegetation data and conducting restoration projects Thew resource data, journals, photos, and 
videos will be downloaded weekly onto the WildLink website 


Parallel to the WildLink team's personal and scientific observations, on-line Link to the Wild lesson plans 
will assist teachers in conveying pertinent science, history, art, and geography lessons related to wilderness 
Through technology grants to participating classrooms, equal access to the WildLink program will be 
assured Available to all wilderness neV//WildLink visitors, the largest component of WildLink provide 
interactive stones, wilderness timelines, and activities which will shift focus from the traditional Euro-centric 
story of wilderness to a more complete picture of wilderness from many perspectives (including that of 
buffalo soldiers and artists) 


Why WildLink? 


Recoonzing the diverse and distinct values of wilderness opens a world of understanding about the 
natural environment and human history Wilderness provides reservoirs of biological diversity, serves as an 
replaceable ling laboratory for medical and scientific research, serves as a peerless repository for cultural 
resources and the stones of human/wildiands relationships ano provides opportunities for self-reliance and 
solitude 


Research indicates that the National Wilderness Preservation System, its scientific and historic significance 
and relevance to our daily lives, and the importance of caring for it remain obscure to the American public 
(According to the 1997 National Survey on Recreation and the Environment, less than 50% of persons over 
15 years old answered “yes” to the question “Are you aware of the National Wilderness Preservation 
System?” ) By 2025, it «6 estemated that people of Hispanic, African American, and Asian descent will 
comprise 50% of Amenca’s population (US Census Bureau) These cultural groups are currently 
underrepresented in Outdoor recreation areas and in the environmental workforce 


Future Gemographic transitions will mandate that 'and management agencies, environmental education 
organizations, and the K-16 education community make a concerted effort to introduce diverse 
constituences to wilderness and outdoor recreation Young men and women from diverse backgrounds 
must be recruited and trained for employment in recreation, environmental, and conservation fields If the 
changing population 6 not educated about the natural and historic value of wilderness, public support for 
protecting and maintaining wilderness will rapidly diminish WildLink takes a substantive step in making 
wilderness relevant to a culturally diverse America 
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